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Le Tionde

4 - Lundi 25 juillet 1994

Considéré comme un des principaux opposants

du régime irakien

Un responsable religieux chiite a été tué
dans un mystérieux accident de la route

Le régime irakien vicnt-il d'ins-
crire un nouveau crime 4 son
actif? L'un des plus importants
responsables religieux de la com-
munauté chiite irakicnne, Sayed
Mohamad Taghi el Khot, a été
tué dans la nuit du mercredi 20
au jeudi 21 juillet dans un mysté-
ricux accident de la route, dans
le sud de I'lrak, a annoncé, ven-
dredi 22 juillet & Londres, la
Fondation El Khoi, dont il était
I'un des dirigeants. .

Fils du grand ayatollah El
Khoi, décédé en aolt 1992,
Sayed Mohamad Taghi revenait &
la ville sainte de Nadjaf, ot il
réside, ep provenance de l'autre
haut lieu saint du chiisme, Ker-
bala, lorsque sa voiture a é1é
accidentée, dans des circons-
tances obscures puisqu'elle a
entiérement brilé ct que ses trois
occupants ont été tués alors
qu'on nc signalc aucunc autrc
victime ni sucune arrestation.

Convoqué
4 deux reprises

Sclon l'un des membres de la
fondation, Laith Kouba, joint 2
Londres, I'ayatollah avait été
constamment «harassé» par les
autorités irakiennes au cours des
deux dernitres années, aprés
s'8tre notamment opposé, avec
succds, au candidat du régime 4
la succession de son pere. Au

cours des dernicrs jours, il avait
été convoqué 4 dcux reprises 4
Bagdad, ol on lui avait signifié
qu'un visa de sortic pour Lon-
dres - ou il devait se rendre pour
assister 4 une réunion du conseil
d’administration de la fondation
- ne lui serait délivré qu'd la
condition sine qua non qu'il
s'expatridt définitivement, ce
qu'il avait fermement refusé.

L'Agence irakienne d'informa-
tion (INA) n'avait pas cncore
annoncé la nouvelle de sa mort
vendredi. En revanche, selon la
fondation, des renforts de troupes
ont été envoyés & Nadjafl, dont
les accs ont été bloqués. La ten-
sion qui y régne est d'autant plus
grande que les autorités de Bag-
dad avaient réccmment fermé la
mosquée el Khadra, important
centre d'études chiites, officiclle-
ment pour travaux. « Chacun sait
que cela signifie pour towjours», a
souligné notre interlocuteur. En
1992, le rapporteur spécial des
Nations unies pour I'lrak, Max
Van der Stoel, avait mis cn garde
contre les dangers qu'encourait
Sayed Mohamad Taghi ¢l Khoi.

Ce meurtre, s'il cst avéré
confirmerait que l'embargc
imposé & I'lIrak par le Conseil de
sécurité n'empdche pas le régime
de sévir & I'intérieur du pays.

M. Na.

VEY
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The murder of anothet Khm

RUNNING O
of the notorious peculiar ways of
sE:nzm: in Iraq. The death

;.Jh“ge truck is one

The declared i mtﬁmm“ af Iraq behind the
plan to drain the marshes in order to

; the Iand stabk rm have some ground. But

¢ sinister motive behind

f H Syed M d Taqi-
?(hm?’nﬁa mysterious road accident is the
latest in 2 sevies of Killings that started in
the 1960s when a truck overran the car
of former Hassan al-Bakar, who

was Saddam’s brother-in-law. lnxhehll-,

" the so—tnl.le.l dtvdo ment plans. Maybe the
drainage will make the land more productive
but whar wnuld the inhabitznts get out of the
deal? It is not difficult to disceen the real in-
teations behind the smokescreen. Being
devout followers of the ulema of Najaf, the

ing of Taqi Khoi, his son and Hujatul Is- . Marsh Arabs have always been the vicdm vof |
Jam Amin Khafkhali, President Saddam  the wrath of Iragi . Thelr location at*
has to elimitate an entire family ~ the border makes the areas safe haven for Ira-
which of dissent high for j dissidents because, tlu region is n;; access

e. Sadd ussain rrts 10
ymmscﬂul Q ::uouxc:ot:c ¢ death of . P the Marshi Arabs dqd:m have, so far, faled
J’;qudmmddu ance of hus < '€ b:h” f:v‘;’“"&‘ﬂw'm"“ li'“ to drain the
Dot Sy Toraram Hhs this yeun oo rich vl ke e i v,
ago. E"‘ﬂt;cm“’] took Wm;““"lag: people. lf thei mWﬂmm is really.in-
patem im the killin, Y .

an accident, Khoi's

up the bodlﬁ of ﬂ:e travcllers. Their re-
mnns as ugul were buried without al--
i ryamd s e anensl.
or pation in une;
That is exactiy what ha with the
ddnKhowaowasMndt;hret
amidst nylt sccurity by Saddam’s fm-ces
Who no relatives participate in

The latest is indicative of Sad- -
damn Huuam’s sadistic desire ro force all
-his. oppomrents either to ac total sur-’
render or die. The sadism is directed not
only against individyals but also at whole

Saddam’s

ht fire burming

h“ .

the peopls, it shoukd
"consider p pur itsglf of dictatorial tenden~
s, But that is too gauch to ask for. Never
in histoiry Iras acty dictator r power
- unlcss he was forced to. am’s mental
< horizon " is too Gmited to create history
thr: ‘voluntary ab&camm. But, no d-o-
utor government has over ‘geo
to withstand the might of the people
md wtdy Saddam’s can be na exception.
The inevitable will haj ‘ppen one of dicse days.
Despite ity hatred for Saddam, the West is
: mp‘pon-mg his autocratic government tacit-
tis not if the policies of the Ira-
gi government run Counter to human rights
which it claims to hold dear. The West iniist
xemeraber that the people of this patt of the
world are ot too naive to miss this point..
man hece knows well cnough the

l‘xﬂcmt Kurds and the Marsh Anbs
the ssme sadism which the Irsqgi
leader employs agamnst his entire nation.
Seddamn knows no rmm im bis cffort to
climinste all possible sources of dissest. The
usp of cheamical weapons agairst the Kurds
Bmoﬁhemnshockm;cumplcso[«he

exact motive of the West which kills and al-
lows to kil mchlsiy if it serves its mst.

Only three years ago the West gaoged up ou
Sadd-m who was growmg too big for Hiy
buou 1t today the LiS-ted powers seem ﬁ .
ting ccady to be coz; openly wowards the
tator once again. ‘hde it is true tha¢ th

85 drain out all the marshrs almg
:p-k and Fapbnm rivers significs the
 of the blood dhirsty ruler of an to

M.snh.
m«f&uﬂhmnnm
MW&\JH}; becn

have d the people of ltqto
ugprecedented difficulties need to be
suitably m tiis 35 hardly an excuse s
E:rdomng Saddam Hussain, The West could
ve r when his h
of all batdes was mmed into a mother of all
defeats but hc was aflowed to continue for a

very simple 1cason: sfter losing his tecth in

. g d s the war Saddam Hussain 6ts well into the

cres: by the World Gomervation M T aatiasas movemments. whith

:: Contre. Bat nothing is ::n: sacred for garn}::n ‘western interests in the Third World,

of hl“‘l',o ik nh' “h“" rrh s °::tn by ‘:' ,(vlvu;y unholy alkance <an con-
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In the shadow of terror

Tagbi al l\h«m

AGH1 ai Khort, won of the
iste spuritual leader of the
worid's SEia Muslims. has
“een killed in southern
the age of W With hte
Aa‘~ shwe Iraq: Shias have been
Gr>r -vd of a "ourageous and en
cogv.c spoRe<man

Ta¢™ waa retarning from his

L. 4 werkly vinit 10 the
«--ime 2 Werhals when his car
S

neo an wnlit -rlkulnu"

and his brother in-law Seyyed
Amin al Khalkhali died by the
roadside At the regime’s insis-
tence, the bunals were rushed
the same morning with no
proper ritual

He had consistently protested
against the continuing persecu
tion of the Shia in Irag. so much
<o that the UN Security Counctl

Taghi's main work was always
with people. For most of his life
his father was Shia spiritual
leader, responsible for a world.
wide network of educational and
chantable foundations Taghi
took over their administratian at
the age of 22. His work took him
to Shia communities all over the
world. In the process he became

had been warned that his life was in Shia terms a modernist, es-
at risk Only the week before his  pousing An ecumenical philoso-

death he had been summoned to
Haghdad and told that kis lobby
ing actitity should stop

Taghi was born 1n Najaf and
frained in the traditional curmc
ulum of Shia clergy He atudied
under his father Grand Avatol
lah al hhoet (obtiuary August 13
1942) and Avatullah Sahib al
Hakim (who was subsequentls
executed by the regime)

Though a capable scholar,

phy, and always seeking dialogue
with other communities.

Taghi's adult life was spent
under the shadow of Baathist
terror, with the forced expulsions
of hundreds of thousands of his
community, and the murder and
exile of many clerics including
members of his own family De-
spite this. he felt his destiny was
to remain in Nwaf During the
intitada of 1891, he was one of the

committee of nine ‘‘great a

good™ set up in the south by his
father to attempt to preserve
order and save life when Sad
dam's power seemed about to col
lapse. Since then he maintained
his position in Najaf in the face of
relentless harassment.

In London last year he spoke
openly to friends of his likely fate
at Saddam’s hands, but reiterated
that his duty was to stay in Najaf
to help his community, and espe-
cially the families of the many
victims of the regime. Taghi was
a brave and honourable man with
a wisdom beyond his years. He s
survived by his wife and five
children.

Seyyed Muhammed Tagr a: Khoe
borr May 15, 1958 died July 22 1994

So7ved Wanammed Toghs al Khost and his ate (ather Grand Asatollah al Khoet



Leading Iraqi Shia
dies in ‘staged’ crash

A MEMBER of the leading Shia
clerical family has been killed in
what Iraqi exiles in London claim
was a car crash perpetrated by the
Iraqi authorities.

Hojatoleslam Sayyed Muham-
mad Taghi al-Khoei was travelling
home 1o Najaf, southern Iraq, after
a weekly visit to the Shia holy
shrine of Kerbala. The car was
rammed by a heavy truck and
crushed.

The three passengers in the car,
including a six-year-old nephew of
Khoei and the driver, were killed
in the fire that followed.

The area was surrounded by
Iraqi troops. Khoei’s family in
London said the Iraqi authorities
insisted the burial took place im-
mediately, without witnesses or
proper rituals. Huge crowds would
normally be expected to attend the
burial of so prominent a figure in
the community.

The dead man was son of the
late Grand Ayatollah al-Khoei, the
leading Shia religious authority in
Iraq and much of the Shia world
until his death in 1992.

CHARLES RICHARDS
Middle East Editor

This latest was a death foretold.
In 1992 the UN special rapporteur
for human rights in Iraq, Max van
der Stoel, expressed “particular
concern about the fate of the
Grand Ayatollah’s son”.

Iraqi Shias in London say the
Iraqi authorities have increased
their level of harassment of Shia
religious leaders and the conduct
of Shia rituals in the past few
months. They report that the re-
gime has closed down the
Khadhra (Green) mosque in Najaf,
where the Grand Ayatollah al-
Khoei used to lead the congrega-
tion. The aim was to cut off the
shrine of Ali, son-in-law of the
Prophet Muhammad, from the
mosque itelf.

Sayyed Muhammad al-Khoei
had been threatened, and only last
week was wice summoned to the
headquarters of the internal secu-
rity in Baghdad and pressed to
leave the country.
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